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On June 18, 1940, General Charles de Gaulle, a French military leader,
broadcast an electrifying speech from London that would forever change
the course of World War Il and French history. Known as the "Appeal of 18
June," this powerful message ignited the spirit of resistance against Nazi
Germany's occupation of France and galvanized support for the Free
French Forces, an army dedicated to fighting for France's liberation.

This comprehensive guide will delve into the historical context, content, and
profound significance of Charles de Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June. By
examining this pivotal moment, we gain a deeper understanding of the
extraordinary leadership, unwavering determination, and indomitable spirit
that defined this iconic figure and his enduring legacy.
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Historical Context

To fully appreciate the impact of the Appeal of 18 June, it is essential to
understand the dire circumstances that France faced in June 1940. The
German army had swiftly overrun the country, with Paris falling on June
14th. The French government, led by Marshal Philippe Pétain, had signed
an armistice with Germany, effectively surrendering.

Pétain's surrender was a devastating blow to French morale and national
identity. Many French citizens felt betrayed and abandoned by their
leaders. In this moment of crisis, Charles de Gaulle emerged as a beacon
of hope and resistance.

Content of the Appeal

De Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June was a masterclass in leadership and
rhetoric. Delivered with passion and conviction, the appeal rallied the
French people to reject surrender and continue the fight.

Key points of the appeal included:

= A condemnation of the armistice as an act of national betrayal.

= Acall for French citizens to join the Free French Forces in London and
continue the war effort.

= A promise to restore the honor and greatness of France.

De Gaulle's message resonated deeply with the French people. It provided
them with a sense of purpose and hope in their darkest hour.

Significance of the Appeal



The Appeal of 18 June was a pivotal moment in World War Il and French
history for the following reasons:

= It ignited the spirit of resistance. De Gaulle's speech inspired
countless French citizens to defy the Vichy regime and join the fight for
liberation.

= |t established the Free French Forces. The appeal served as the
founding document for the Free French Forces, which would play a
vital role in the Allied victory.

= It preserved French sovereignty. De Gaulle's refusal to accept the
armistice helped to maintain France's status as a sovereign nation,
despite its occupation.

= It strengthened the Allied cause. The Free French Forces provided
valuable support to the Allied war effort, fighting alongside British and
American troops in major battles.

= It set the stage for post-war France. De Gaulle's leadership and
vision during the war years laid the foundation for post-war
reconstruction and the resurgence of France as a major world power.
Charles de Gaulle's Legacy

Charles de Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June endures as a testament to his
extraordinary leadership and the indomitable spirit of the French people.
His refusal to accept defeat and his unwavering determination to fight for
freedom inspired generations and continues to resonate with people
around the world.

De Gaulle's legacy extends far beyond the Appeal of 18 June. He went on
to lead France through the post-war era, overseeing the country's



reconstruction and establishing the Fifth Republic, which modernized
France's political system.

Charles de Gaulle is widely regarded as one of the most important and
influential figures in French history. His leadership, vision, and unwavering
commitment to freedom left an enduring mark on his country and the world.

Charles de Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June was a defining moment in World
War Il and French history. Delivered at a time of national despair, it ignited
the spirit of resistance, established the Free French Forces, and preserved
French sovereignty.

Through his exceptional leadership, unwavering determination, and
inspiring message, De Gaulle galvanized the French people and helped to
turn the tide of war. The Appeal of 18 June remains a powerful reminder of
the power of words, the importance of courage, and the enduring spirit of
freedom.
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