A Comprehensive Study Guide for Aelius
Aristides: Roman Oration

Aelius Aristides, a renowned orator during the Roman Empire's second
century, is recognized for his intricate and influential rhetorical style. His
"Roman Oration," a masterpiece of Greek oratory, serves as an exceptional
example of his abilities. This extensive study guide provides a thorough
examination of Aristides' Roman Oration, delving into its rhetorical
strategies, historical context, and profound cultural significance.
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1 append a few Bolated remarks and possible additions,

i 1. 8: of. Cornutus, p. 28. Sl.angi:JuXm . dmé s yroews. 7
3. 19: perhaps ok dalor oddE(y'ov yepoaiov)? q .:3\'\
22 5: conomw mtqg\hﬁ: participle seems possible for ﬂ;@eh“: of.
Weissenb ache des P. i, 35. o\
344 5"'7% wuparpoiiras ‘observing’, if Qéhk%y here be taken
e (cf' praef,, p. v).
qg:ﬂ‘:\ Pmkard-(.ambndgc, “Thealre eﬁﬂw?mw, p. 238
n\,"" :36. 1g9: Cornford, Plal's ?ﬁmgf\g[ﬁ“nowkdga, p. 307.
146. 21~22: not only the length but also the sense of Bernardakis's recon-
‘struction is unsatisfactory. Perhaps we should abandon uybév and try,
e, (ﬁ‘npu..hwsw, drwes €8 edvar r@v ypapparuciv dagw) " Ounpov 8¢ wr A
143 : add to bibliography R. M. Jones, The Platonism of Plutarch, Chicago,
1916 (probably the best book on the subject). P. Merlan, I‘ rom Platon-
sty .Mmpla!om (The Hague, 1G53), appeared tov late to be uscd
chap. ji is relevant here, ()
144. 65 ‘ol mépe fnl'la u‘mt&aWUM note: see Cornford, Pia@#.@dmo-

logy, pp- 59“‘ \* :
145, 4' mdﬁsﬁl nt, Ler Mages hellinisés, i. 333 ‘C,
ii. 39. 19; Steato fr. 111 Wehrli,
\:‘Wﬁ%rc a few misprints in accents anr.} tiji:\!;x\kc
Nt Johee's College, Onford W' D. A. RUSSELL

THE ROMAN ORATION OF ARISTIDES

James H. Ouiver: The Ruling Power. A Study of the Roman Empi

in the second century after Chirist through the Roman Ol;g.qdn‘ of
Aelius Aristides, (Tr;gsabﬁons of the American Philoso Society,
H.S 43. 4.) ? -mo3 Philadelphia: Ammgp@.u ilosophical

Society, 1953 Paper, $2. a0

ProPESOR Ouver’s work, as the tie implie i#far more than a philological
contimentary on the els ‘Padyenp. Itis in fagts complex of historical, textual, and
philological notes. The work is strangely planned, with the Gm:k text in the
appendix, but responsibility for this oddity cannot be laid at the author’s
door. I can only indicate here the main features of the work, which T found
full of interest, though not always eomrincing.

The introduction discusses the oration, first as literature and then as an
historical source. Oliver maintains that Aristides” concept of Rome as 2 xopos.
is based on certain notions, pa:@llaﬂy that of the demiurge, in P,
Tomacus, and on his Law: &M: 1 doubt whether, in spite of some $imilar-
ity in phrases which tedly occurs, in writing 2n enco -Aristides
would have wﬁ:iﬁ’m from a writer, even so mﬂu‘g'%uﬂ] # writer as Plato,
m sa dnﬂ'qnn e!d though Oliver goes some way to"meeting this nb;ccuon

popularity of Plato in :l:ﬂ\péhod. In the second section,
qﬁ‘lﬂg with ‘Ihc rclanan of the Il phtlmophm idealizations of real
states’, Oliver accepts the view tha 1ous writings of Tsocrates in praise of

Aristides commences his oration by captivating his audience with a
captivating . He employs emotional appeals, vivid imagery, and allusions to
renowned historical figures to evoke a sense of awe and enthusiasm within
his listeners.

Panegyric and Praise (Paragraphs 3-16)
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Weissenb ache des P. i, 35.
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e, (a:mpu..hwsw, drwes £f elvar rdv ypapparucin daow) "Ounpov 8 wr. A
143 : add to bibliography R. M. Jones, The Platonism of Plutarch, Chicago,
1916 (probably the best book on the subject). P. Merlan, I‘ rom Platon-
s to .J‘-’mplatm (The Hague, 1953), appeared too late to. be v.ucd
chap. ji is relevant here, ()
144. 65 ‘ol mépe ﬁha u‘mt&amum note: see Cornford, Pia@#.ﬂdmo-
logy, pp- 59 1.
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THE ROMAN ORATION OF ARISTIDES

Jases H. Ouver: The Ruling Powsr. A Study of the Roman Empire
in the second cemury after Thrist through the Roma.n Or. q_dn"of

Aelius Aristides, ons of the American Philoso ocu:ty,
N3 43. 4 J -1003. Philadelphia: Ammgﬁé.n ilosophical
Society, =9 aper $2. o

Pncmeﬁ Ouvmswork, as the title mﬁ@ Par more than a philological
comimentary on the e Pmp.‘qv Itis in fagta complex of historical, textual, and
philological notes. The work is strangely planned, with the Gttck text in the
appendix, but responsibility for this oddity cannot be laid at the author’s
door. I can only indicate here the main features of the work, which T found
full of interest, though not always _eomrincing,

The introduction discusses the oration, first as literature and then as an
historical source. Oliver maintains that Aristides” concept of Rome as 2 xopos.
is based on certain notions, parlg\?léﬂy that of the demiurge, in P
Timaeus, and an his Laws and Gritias. 1 doubt whether, in spite of some $imilar-
ity in phrases which tedly occurs, in writing an ¢ -Aristides
would have ﬂ&(mx&omamtcr,wmsomﬂu "W writer as Plato,
in so dnﬂ'epan eld, though Oliver goes some w eeting this nb;ecuon
by mpkﬁﬂiung the populamy of Plato i m : od. In the second section,
quﬁﬂg with ‘the relation of the I: phdmphu: idealizations of real
states’, Oliver accepts the view tha 1ous writings of Tsocrates in praise of

The orator continues by delivering an elaborate panegyric, showering
praise upon the Roman Empire and its illustrious history. He extols the
virtues of Roman leaders, the grandeur of their conquests, and the
civilization's enduring legacy. Through deft use of rhetorical devices such
as hyperbole and anaphora, Aristides paints a picture of Rome as an
unparalleled force, deserving of universal admiration.
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Historical Narrative (Paragraphs 17-25)

162 THE CLASSICAL REVIEW
1 append a few isolated remarks and possible additions.

i 1. 8: cf. Cornutus, p. 28, 8 I.ang::m Xdos . . . dmd s yvoeons. :

3 19 perhaps odx évador obdE(y xtpaa:ov}? _ ‘—.:_“,‘-"

22, 5: concessive xufzgg\hfh participle seems possible for Plutateh: of.
Weissenb ache des P. i, 35. oo~
34 6"7'\ waparnpoderas ‘observing’, if Qéhh%y here be taken
q\ e (cf. pract,, p. v).
;cq}g.‘:' Pickard-Cambridge, Theatre eﬁﬁao?pvm, pe 238
\\0" 186, 19: Cornford, Plato's Theory gt Knowledge, p. 307.

146. a1-22: not only the length but also the sénse of Bernardakis's recon-
struction is unsatisfactory, Perhaps we should abandon uyfé and uy,
¢,g 52 (mpu.hnsw, lI-rlmef efvae rﬁvypappmmr rﬁqﬂw} Oﬂqpévm WT Al

143+ add to bibliography R. M. Jones, The Platonism of Plutarch, Chicago,
1916 (probably the best book on the subject), P. Merlan, From Platon-
s lo leatmm (The Hague, 1g53), appeared tov late to be wu:l
chap, ji is retevant here, 0

144 6 “al méps falsa’ u‘\p..l.&a-uuus note: see Cornford, Pia@&ﬁb!mo-

logy, pp- 59/ F. 0" J: *
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THE ROMAN ORATION OF ARISTIDES

Janes H. Ouiver: The Ruling Poisr. A Study of the Roman Em
in the second century after Christ r.hrough the Roman Or. ’qun‘* of
Aeliug Aristides. (Tr;gﬁabﬁuns of the American Philoso ociety,
N.s 43. 4. J —1003 Philadclphia: Ame:lgr@.n- ilosophical
Society, 19 o o

Pnor@tﬁ Ouvzxswark, as the titic im h}ﬁar more than a philoiogical
coimentary on the es "Piynp. Itis in ﬂqzi complex of historical, textual, and
philological notes. The work is strangely planned, with the Greek text in the
appendix, but responsibility for this oddity cannot be lnid at the author’s
door. I can only indicate heve the main features of the work, which I found
full of interest, though not always mmnnang

The introduction discusses the oration, first as literature and then as an
historical source. Oliver maintains that Aristides’ concept of Rome as a xdopos.
is based on certain uouons, parlg&larly that of the de.m:urgc, in P
Timasus, and on his Laws ankis I doubt whether, in spntr.' of somesimiilar-
ity in phrases which tedly occurs, in writing an ¢ “Aristides
would have wéidm&omawnlcr.wmsomﬂu awmcrasPlato.
in so dljfep:n eld, though Oliver goes som !ﬂ) aeung this objection
by ﬂnpiﬁﬂiuag the pop;damy of Plato in t mlod. In the second section,
q@xﬂg with ‘the relation of the hm:.g.] hdn&ophxc idealizations of real
states’, Oliver accepts the view tha ous writings of Isocrates in praise of

Aristides masterfully weaves a historical narrative within his oration,
recounting the rise and triumphs of the Roman Empire. He deftly employs
pathos to evoke a profound emotional response, evoking sentiments of
pride and nostalgia among his audience. Through vivid anecdotes and
stirring accounts of Roman victories, Aristides presents a compelling and
persuasive portrayal of Rome's greatness.
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Contrast and Comparison (Paragraphs 26-32)
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3 19: perhaps odx évador obdE('ov xepoaior)? ( .:_“,‘-"

22, 5: concessive xufzgg\hfh participle seems possible for Plutateh: of.
Weissenb ache des P. i, 35. oo~
34 6"7'\ waparnpoderas ‘observing’, if Qéhh%y here be taken
q\ e (cf. pracf, p. v).
;cq}g.‘:' Pickard-Cambridge, Theatre eﬁﬁao?pvm, pe 238
\\0" 186, 19: Cornford, Plato's Theory gt Knowledge, p. 307.

146. a1-22: not only the length but also the sénse of Bernardakis's recon-
struction is unsatisfactory, Perhaps we should abandon uyfé and uy,
¢,g 52 (mpu.hnsw, lI-rlmef efvae rﬁvypappmmr rﬁqﬂw} Oﬂqpévm WT Al

143+ add to bibliography R. M. Jones, The Platonism of Plutarch, Chicago,
1916 (probably the best book on the subject), P. Merlan, From Platon-

s lo leatmm (The Hague, 1g53), appeared tov late to be wu:l
chap, ji is retevant here, 0
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THE ROMAN ORATION OF ARISTIDES

Janes H. Ouiver: The Ruling Poisr. A Study of the Roman Em
in the second century after Christ r.hrough the Roman Or. ’qun‘* of
Aeliug Aristides. (Tr;gﬁabﬁuns of the American Philoso ociety,
N.s 43. 4. J —1003 Philadclphia: Ame:lgr@.n- ilosophical
Society, 19 o o

Pnor@tﬁ Ouvzxswark, as the titic im e morvition'a philoogical
coimentary on the es "Piynp. Itis in ﬂqzi complex of historical, textual, and
philological notes. The work is strangely planned, with the Greek text in the
appendix, but responsibility for this oddity cannot be lnid at the author’s
door. I can only indicate heve the main features of the work, which I found
full of interest, though not always mmnnang

The introduction discusses the oration, first as literature and then as an
historical source. Oliver maintains that Aristides’ concept of Rome as a xdopos.
is based on certain uouons, parlg&larly that of the de.m:urgc, in P
Timasus, and on his Laws ankis I doubt whether, in spntr.' of somesimiilar-
ity in phrases which tedly occurs, in writing an ¢ “Aristides
would have wéidm&omawnlcr.wmsomﬂu awmcrasPlato
in so dljfep:n eld, though Oliver goes som !ﬂ) aeung this objection
by ﬂnpiﬁﬂiuag the pop;damy of Plato in t mlod. In the second section,
q@xﬂg with ‘the relation of the hm:.g.] hdn&ophxc idealizations of real
states’, Oliver accepts the view tha ous writings of Isocrates in praise of

In order to emphasize the exceptional qualities of Rome, Aristides draws
comparisons with other renowned civilizations, such as Athens and Sparta.
He employs antithesis and concession to highlight the superiority of Roman
institutions, values, and achievements. By skillfully contrasting Rome's
strengths with the perceived weaknesses of other nations, Aristides
constructs a compelling case for Roman supremacy.
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Exhortation and (Paragraphs 33-36)
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THE ROMAN ORATION OF ARISTIDES

Janes H. Ouiver: The Ruling Poisr. A Study of the Roman Em
in the second century after Christ r.hrough the Roman Or. ’qun‘* of
Aeliug Aristides. (Tr;gﬁabﬁuns of the American Philoso ociety,
N.s 43. 4. J —1003 Philadclphia: Ame:lgr@.n- ilosophical
Society, 19 o o

Pnor@tﬁ Ouvzxswark, as the titic im h}ﬁar more than a philoiogical
coimentary on the es "Piynp. Itis in ﬂqzi complex of historical, textual, and
philological notes. The work is strangely planned, with the Greek text in the
appendix, but responsibility for this oddity cannot be lnid at the author’s
door. I can only indicate heve the main features of the work, which I found
full of interest, though not always mmnnang

The introduction discusses the oration, first as literature and then as an
historical source. Oliver maintains that Aristides’ concept of Rome as a xdopos.
is based on certain uouons, parlg&larly that of the de.m:urgc, in P
Timasus, and on his Laws ankis I doubt whether, in spntr.' of somesimiilar-
ity in phrases which tedly occurs, in writing an ¢ “Aristides
would have wéidm&omawnlcr.wmsomﬂu awmcrasPlato.
in so dljfep:n eld, though Oliver goes som !ﬂ) aeung this objection
by ﬂnpiﬁﬂiuag the pop;damy of Plato in t mlod. In the second section,
q@xﬂg with ‘the relation of the hm:.g.] hdn&ophxc idealizations of real
states’, Oliver accepts the view tha ous writings of Isocrates in praise of

Aristides concludes his oration with a passionate exhortation, urging his
audience to embrace the greatness of Rome and uphold its legacy. He
employs rhetorical questions and imperatives to inspire a sense of duty and
enthusiasm among his listeners. Through a powerful and persuasive call to
action, Aristides seeks to solidify the bonds between the Roman people
and their empire.
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Historical Context

The Second Sophistic Movement

_ “_@ea‘ﬁ@‘ Soph|stlc o
\3‘{-’5‘: \a G BKertord MO\/@meTT[

Aelius Aristides' Roman Oration is a product of the Second Sophistic
movement, a revival of classical Greek oratory and literature that flourished
during the Roman Empire. This movement emphasized ornate language,
elaborate rhetorical devices, and a focus on cultural heritage. Aristides'
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oration epitomizes the stylistic and thematic characteristics of the Second
Sophistic, showcasing the orator's profound command of the Greek
language and his erudition.

The Roman Empire in the Second Century
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The Roman Empire during the second century provided a backdrop of
relative peace and prosperity, allowing for the flourishing of intellectual and
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cultural pursuits. Under the Antonine emperors, such as Marcus Aurelius,
the empire experienced a period of stability and economic growth, creating
a favorable environment for the development of sophisticated oratory and
literature. Aristides' Roman Oration reflects the optimism and cultural
vibrancy of this period in Roman history.

Aristides' Personal Experiences
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Aelius Aristides' personal experiences significantly influenced the content
and tone of his Roman Oration. Having witnessed firsthand the power and
majesty of the Roman Empire during his travels, Aristides developed a
deep admiration for its institutions and its people. Furthermore, his own
experiences with illness and physical suffering informed his perspective on
the human condition, imbuing his oration with a sense of fragility and
resilience that resonates with his audience.

Cultural Significance

Roman Propaganda and Cultural Identity



Aelius Aristides' Roman Oration served as an important piece of Roman
propaganda, reinforcing the empire's cultural identity and promoting its
values. The oration's portrayal of Rome as an invincible and benevolent
force helped to bolster the morale of Roman citizens and to solidify the
empire's legitimacy in the eyes of its subjects. Aristides' oration played a
significant role in shaping the cultural narrative of the Roman Empire,
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celebrating its triumphs and fostering a sense of unity among its diverse
population.

Hellenistic Influences and Cultural Exchange
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Aristides' Roman Oration reflects the Hellenistic cultural influences that
permeated the Roman Empire during the second century. The oration's
sophisticated rhetorical style, its allusions to Greek mythology and history,
and its focus on education and civic virtue all demonstrate the enduring
legacy of Greek culture in Roman society. Aristides' oration stands as a
testament to the dynamic cultural exchange that occurred between Greece
and Rome, fostering a rich and multifaceted intellectual landscape.

Legacy and Influence
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Aelius Aristides' Roman Oration has had a lasting impact on Western
literature and rhetoric. Its intricate structure, elaborate diction, and
masterful use of rhetorical devices have served as a model for aspiring
orators throughout history. Aristides' oration continues to be studied and
admired for its literary and historical significance, providing valuable
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insights into the cultural and intellectual milieu of the Roman Empire during

the second century.

Aelius Aristides' Roman Oration stands as a masterpiece of ancient oratory,
showcasing the orator's extraordinary rhetorical skills, his deep
understanding of history, and his profound appreciation for Roman culture.
Through a meticulous examination of its rhetorical strategies, historical
context, and cultural significance, this comprehensive study guide has
provided an in-depth analysis of this influential work. Aristides' oration
continues to captivate readers and scholars alike, offering a unique window
into the complexities and achievements of the Roman Empire during the
second century.

Study Guide for Aelius Aristides's Roman Oration
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