
Black November: The Tragic Loss of Carl
Bradley
Black November, an infamous month in 1981, witnessed the tragic and
unsolved murder of Carl Bradley, a young Black man from Brixton, South
London. This brutal crime sent shockwaves through the community and
sparked a series of events that would forever alter the landscape of race
relations in Britain.

The Events of November 1981

On November 4, 1981, Carl Bradley, a 23-year-old motorcycle mechanic,
was found dead in a derelict building in Brixton. He had been stabbed
multiple times, and his body bore signs of torture. The brutal nature of the
crime indicated a motive that went beyond robbery.
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The Community's Response

Bradley's murder sent shockwaves through the community. People were
outraged and demanded justice. Led by local activist Darcus Howe, a
series of protests and marches were organized, culminating in a massive
rally in Trafalgar Square on November 14, 1981.
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The protests were met with a heavy-handed response from the police,
leading to clashes and the arrest of many demonstrators. The tensions
between the police and the Black community reached a boiling point,
highlighting the deep-seated racial divide in British society.

The Investigation

The Metropolitan Police launched an extensive investigation into Bradley's
murder, but it proved to be unsuccessful. No arrests were made, and the
case remains unsolved to this day.

The lack of progress in the investigation fueled speculation and rumors.
Some believed the police were involved in a cover-up, while others claimed
that the killing was racially motivated.

The Legacy of Black November

Black November left an enduring legacy on British society. It sparked
widespread discussion about race relations and police brutality. The
protests and marches helped raise awareness of the issue, but they also
highlighted the deep-seated divisions that existed.

Bradley's murder became a symbol of the wider problems of racism and
social injustice in Britain. It inspired numerous documentaries, books, and
works of art, and it continues to be remembered as a reminder of the
ongoing struggle for racial equality.

The Ongoing Search for Justice

Despite the passage of time, the search for justice for Carl Bradley
continues. In 2021, the case was reopened by the Metropolitan Police, and
a new team of detectives was assigned to investigate.



While the chances of a successful prosecution are slim, the reopened
investigation offers a glimmer of hope that the truth will eventually be
uncovered. Bradley's family and the community continue to demand justice,
and they remain determined to ensure that his memory is not forgotten.

Black November is a tragic and somber chapter in British history. The
murder of Carl Bradley exposed the deep-seated racial divide in society
and sparked a wave of protests that brought the issue of police brutality
and racial injustice to the forefront.

The unsolved nature of Bradley's murder continues to haunt the
community, but it also serves as a reminder of the ongoing struggle for
racial equality. The search for justice continues, and Bradley's legacy will
endure as a symbol of the need for a more just and equitable society.
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