
Foreign Policy Analysis: Classic and
Contemporary Theory
Foreign policy analysis is a subfield of political science that studies the
foreign policies of states. It seeks to explain why states behave the way
they do in the international system, and to predict their future behavior.
Foreign policy analysis is a complex and challenging field, but it is also a
fascinating one. By understanding the theories of foreign policy analysis,
we can better understand the world around us and make more informed
decisions about our own foreign policy.
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Classic Theories of Foreign Policy Analysis

The classic theories of foreign policy analysis were developed in the early
20th century. These theories are based on the assumption that states are
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rational actors who seek to maximize their power and security. The three
main classic theories of foreign policy analysis are realism, liberalism, and
constructivism.

Realism

Realism is the oldest and most widely accepted theory of foreign policy
analysis. Realists believe that states are the primary actors in the
international system, and that they are constantly competing for power and
security. Realists argue that states are inherently selfish and that they will
always act in their own best interests. This means that states are always
looking for ways to increase their power and security, even if it means using
force or deception.

Liberalism

Liberalism is a more optimistic theory of foreign policy analysis than
realism. Liberals believe that states are not inherently selfish, and that they
can cooperate with each other to achieve common goals. Liberals argue
that states are more likely to cooperate when they share common values
and interests. This means that states are more likely to cooperate when
they are democracies, when they have similar economic systems, and
when they are part of the same international organizations.

Constructivism

Constructivism is a relatively new theory of foreign policy analysis.
Constructivists believe that the international system is not simply a
collection of states, but is also a social construct. Constructivists argue that
the way that states behave is shaped by the ideas and norms that they
share. This means that states are more likely to cooperate when they share



a common understanding of the world and when they have a common set
of goals.

Contemporary Theories of Foreign Policy Analysis

The contemporary theories of foreign policy analysis were developed in the
late 20th century. These theories challenge the assumptions of the classic
theories, and they offer new ways of thinking about foreign policy. The three
main contemporary theories of foreign policy analysis are critical theory,
feminist theory, and postcolonial theory.

Critical Theory

Critical theory is a broad approach to foreign policy analysis that seeks to
challenge the status quo. Critical theorists believe that the international
system is unjust and that it benefits the powerful at the expense of the
weak. Critical theorists argue that foreign policy should be used to promote
social justice and to challenge the structures of power that perpetuate
inequality.

Feminist Theory

Feminist theory is a branch of foreign policy analysis that focuses on the
role of gender in international relations. Feminist theorists argue that
gender is a key factor in shaping foreign policy, and that women's
experiences and perspectives are often overlooked in traditional foreign
policy analysis. Feminist theorists seek to bring women's voices into the
foreign policy debate and to challenge the patriarchal structures that
perpetuate gender inequality.

Postcolonial Theory



Postcolonial theory is a branch of foreign policy analysis that focuses on
the legacy of colonialism. Postcolonial theorists argue that colonialism has
had a profound impact on the international system, and that it continues to
shape the way that states interact with each other. Postcolonial theorists
seek to decolonize foreign policy analysis and to challenge the Eurocentric
assumptions that have dominated the field.

Foreign policy analysis is a complex and challenging field, but it is also a
fascinating one. By understanding the theories of foreign policy analysis,
we can better understand the world around us and make more informed
decisions about our own foreign policy. The classic and contemporary
theories of foreign policy analysis provide a valuable framework for
understanding the behavior of states in the international system. By
drawing on these theories, we can better understand the challenges and
opportunities that we face in the 21st century.
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