GCSE Combined Science: A Comprehensive
Guide to Success

GCSE Combined Science is a two-year qualification that is typically taken
by students in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. It is equivalent to the
Scottish National 5 qualification. GCSE Combined Science covers the three
main branches of science: biology, chemistry, and physics.

There are two main types of GCSE Combined Science:
= Combined Science: Trilogy This qualification is made up of three

separate exams, one in each of the three sciences.

= Combined Science: Double Award This qualification is made up of
two exams, one in biology and chemistry, and one in physics.

There are many benefits to taking GCSE Combined Science, including:
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= It can help you to develop a strong understanding of the three main
branches of science.

= It can help you to develop your critical thinking and problem-solving
skills.

= |t can open up opportunities for further study in science.
= |t can improve your employability.
The topics covered in GCSE Combined Science vary depending on the

type of qualification you are taking. However, the following topics are
typically covered:

Biology

= Cells and organisation

= Energy transfers in and between organisms
= Infection and response

= Bioenergetics

= Homeostasis and response

= |nheritance, variation and evolution

= Ecology
Chemistry

= Key concepts in chemistry

« States of matter and mixtures



= Chemical changes

= Energy changes in chemical reactions
= Practical applications of chemistry

= Rates of reaction and energy changes

= Fuels and energy production
Physics

= Energy
= Electricity
= Waves
= Magnetism and electromagnetism
= Forces
= Motion
The exam format for GCSE Combined Science varies depending on the

type of qualification you are taking. However, the following is a general
overview of the exam format:

Combined Science: Trilogy

= Three exams, one in each of the three sciences.
= Each examis 1 hour 45 minutes long.

» Each exam is worth 50%.



Combined Science: Double Award

= Two exams, one in biology and chemistry, and one in physics.
= Each exam is 2 hours long.

= Each exam is worth 50%.

There are many things you can do to prepare for the GCSE Combined
Science exam, including:

= Attend your lessons and take notes. This is the best way to learn
the material and to understand the concepts that will be tested on the
exam.

= Do your homework and review your notes regularly. This will help
you to retain the information you have learned and to identify any
areas where you need extra help.

= Practice answering exam-style questions. This will help you to get
used to the format of the exam and to develop the skills you need to
answer the questions in a clear and concise way.

= Get a tutor. A tutor can provide you with one-on-one support and help
you to focus on the areas where you need the most help.

= Use online resources. There are many helpful online resources
available, such as videos, practice questions, and revision notes.

= Get a good night's sleep before the exam. This will help you to be
alert and focused on the day of the exam.



The grade boundaries for GCSE Combined Science vary depending on the
year and the exam board. However, the following is a general overview of
the grade boundaries:

Combined Science: Trilogy

| Grade | Percentage | [---I---1 1 91 75-85% | | 8 | 65-74% | | 7 1 55-64% 1 | 6 |
45-54% 1 15135-44% 114125-34% |1 1 31 15-24% 112110-14% | | 1 | 5-9%
11Ul 0-4% |

Combined Science: Double Award

| Grade | Percentage | |---I---1 1 91 70-85% I | 8 1 60-69% | | 7 | 50-59% | | 6 |
40-49% 1 1 5130-39% 1 1 4120-29% 1 1 3110-19% [ 1 21 5-9% 11 11 0-4% |

GCSE Combined Science is a challenging subject, but it is also an
essential qualification for many careers. This guide has provided you with
all the information you need to know about GCSE Combined Science,
including the topics covered, the exam format, and how to prepare for the
exam. With hard work and dedication, you can achieve your desired grade
in GCSE Combined Science.
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