
Jerry Marsden's Enduring Legacy at Fields
Institute Communications 73

Jerry Marsden, a renowned pioneer and visionary in the Canadian
broadcasting and communications industry, left an indelible mark on Fields
Institute Communications 73 (FIC73). As a founding faculty member and
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long-time program coordinator, Marsden dedicated his career to fostering
excellence in broadcasting and communications, inspiring generations of
students, and shaping the program's enduring legacy.
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Early Life and Career

Born in Toronto, Canada, in 1932, Marsden's passion for broadcasting
emerged early on. He began his career at the age of 16 at CFRB, one of
Canada's leading radio stations, where he worked his way up from a
mailroom clerk to a producer and announcer. In 1959, he joined the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC),serving as a producer, director,
and host for various national radio and television programs.

Arrival at Fields Institute

In 1973, Marsden was invited to join the faculty of Fields Institute, a
renowned private college specializing in media and communications
education. He was instrumental in establishing the Communications 73
program, which quickly gained recognition for its innovative curriculum and
emphasis on experiential learning. Marsden served as the program
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coordinator for over two decades, providing invaluable guidance and
mentorship to countless students.

Marsden's Teaching Philosophy

Marsden's teaching philosophy was centered around the belief that
effective communication is fundamental to personal and societal success.
He emphasized the importance of storytelling, creativity, and the ethical use
of media. He encouraged students to develop a deep understanding of
their audience and to craft messages that resonate and inspire.

Fostering Innovation

Under Marsden's leadership, FIC73 became a hub for innovation in
broadcasting and communications education. He introduced cutting-edge
technologies into the curriculum, such as video editing and audio
production software, and forged partnerships with industry leaders to
provide students with practical experience. He also encouraged students to
explore emerging fields such as digital media and social media marketing.

Mentoring and Inspiration

Marsden was not only an exceptional educator but also a dedicated mentor
and role model for his students. He went above and beyond to provide
support and guidance, both inside and outside the classroom. He believed
in the power of mentorship and encouraged his students to seek out
opportunities to learn from industry professionals.

Influence on Graduates

Marsden's impact on his students was profound. Graduates of FIC73 have
gone on to successful careers in a wide range of fields, including



broadcasting, journalism, public relations, advertising, and media
management. They credit Marsden with instilling in them the skills, values,
and confidence necessary to thrive in the competitive world of
communications.

Legacy and Recognition

Marsden retired from Fields Institute in 1999, but his legacy continues to
live on. The Communications 73 program remains one of the most
respected and innovative in the industry, attracting students from across
Canada and beyond. In recognition of his contributions, Marsden received
numerous awards, including the Governor General's Lifetime Achievement
Award for Broadcasting and the Canadian Association of Broadcasters'
Inaugural Legend Award.

Jerry Marsden's dedication to excellence in broadcasting and
communications education shaped the identity and legacy of Fields
Institute Communications 73. Through his innovative teaching, fostering of
innovation, and inspiring mentorship, he left an enduring mark on the
countless students he taught and the industry as a whole. His legacy
continues to inspire and guide future generations of broadcasters and
communicators.
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