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Depth Study Guide for Course Hero

Demosthenes, the renowned Athenian orator, delivered his thunderous
Third Philippic oration in 341 BC, igniting the flames of defiance against the
encroaching Macedonian threat led by King Philip II. This masterpiece of
rhetoric serves as a testament to Demosthenes' extraordinary eloquence
and his unwavering commitment to preserving Athenian independence.
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To fully grasp the significance and impact of Demosthenes' Third Philippic,
this comprehensive study guide provides an in-depth analysis of its
historical context, rhetorical devices, and enduring legacy. Whether you're a
student, scholar, or anyone captivated by the art of oratory, this guide will
empower you to delve into the intricacies of this legendary speech.

Historical Context

To contextualize Demosthenes' Third Philippic, it's essential to understand
the tumultuous geopolitical landscape of the mid-4th century BC. Athens,
once the dominant city-state in Greece, was facing a formidable challenge
from the rising power of Macedon under King Philip II.

Philip, a skilled military strategist and ambitious ruler, had been steadily
expanding his empire, annexing neighboring territories and consolidating
his hold over northern Greece. His territorial ambitions posed a direct threat
to Athenian interests and the delicate balance of power in the region.

In response to Philip's aggressive actions, Demosthenes emerged as a
leading advocate for Athenian resistance. His fiery speeches, delivered
before the Athenian Assembly, galvanized the citizens to confront the
Macedonian threat.
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Rhetorical Analysis

Demosthenes' Third Philippic is a masterpiece of rhetoric, showcasing his
exceptional command of language and persuasive techniques. The oration
is divided into three main sections, each employing distinct rhetorical
strategies to achieve its intended effect:

1. Exhortation

In the opening section, Demosthenes employs a series of exhortations,
urging the Athenian Assembly to take immediate and decisive action
against Philip. He employs vivid imagery and powerful emotional appeals to
stir the passions of his audience:

"Do not, Athenians, do not allow the indolence which characterizes your
present counsels to betray you into the power of your enemy."

"What course, then, should we take, or what measures should we adopt? I
answer, in the first place, we must be convinced that a state of war exists
between us and Philip."

2. Accusation

Once he has roused the Assembly, Demosthenes launches into a scathing
accusation against Philip, accusing him of treachery, aggression, and
tyranny. He meticulously documents Philip's violations of treaties and his
relentless pursuit of conquest:

"Consider his actions from the first, and observe with what insolence and
contempt he has treated you."



"He has seized and fortified places in Thrace which do not belong to him;
he has taken possession of Crenides, which brings him in a large revenue
from its gold mines."

3. Call to Action

In the final section, Demosthenes delivers a compelling call to action,
urging the Athenians to rise to the occasion and defend their city-state. He
exhorts them to put aside their lethargy, increase their military
preparedness, and forge alliances with other Greek states threatened by
Philip:

"If you fancy that the war will not come near you, or that it will be conducted
just as you please, you are mistaken. It is close upon you; it is at your very
gates."

"Let us not, then, wait until we are driven to act by necessity, but let us at
once adopt such measures as our present circumstances demand."

Enduring Legacy

Demosthenes' Third Philippic had a profound impact on Athenian history
and the subsequent course of events. His powerful oratory helped rally the
citizens behind a common cause and inspired them to take a stand against
Philip's aggression.

While Athens ultimately succumbed to Macedonian domination in 338 BC,
Demosthenes' speech remains a timeless testament to the power of
rhetoric and the importance of standing up for one's beliefs.



Scholars and students continue to study and analyze the Third Philippic as
a model of persuasive writing and a valuable historical document. Its
insights into human nature, political strategy, and the art of oration make it
a compelling and enduring work of literature.

Demosthenes' Third Philippic is a masterful piece of rhetoric that continues
to inspire and captivate audiences centuries after its delivery. By
understanding the historical context, analyzing its rhetorical devices, and
appreciating its enduring legacy, we can fully appreciate the brilliance of
Demosthenes' oratory and its significance in shaping the course of ancient
Greek history.

Whether you seek to enhance your writing skills, deepen your
understanding of ancient Greece, or simply marvel at the power of
language, delve into the depths of Demosthenes' Third Philippic. Let the
words of this legendary orator ignite your passion for eloquence and inspire
you to confront the challenges of your own time.
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