
Power Game: How Washington Works
Washington, D.C., is the heart of American politics. It is where the
President lives and works, Congress makes laws, and the Supreme Court
interprets them. It is also a city where power and influence are wielded
behind closed doors, where lobbyists and special interests compete for the
attention of decision-makers.
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In this article, we will take you inside the Power Game and show you how
Washington really works. We will explore the different branches of
government, the role of lobbyists and special interests, and the ways in
which ordinary citizens can make their voices heard.

The Three Branches of Government

The United States government is divided into three branches: the executive
branch, the legislative branch, and the judicial branch. Each branch has its
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own powers and responsibilities, and they work together to create a system
of checks and balances.

Executive Branch: The executive branch is headed by the President,
who is the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces and the chief
diplomat of the United States. The President also appoints the
members of the Cabinet, who are responsible for managing the day-to-
day operations of the government.

Legislative Branch: The legislative branch is made up of the Senate
and the House of Representatives. The Senate has 100 members, two
from each state. The House of Representatives has 435 members,
who are elected from districts across the country. The legislative
branch is responsible for making laws.

Judicial Branch: The judicial branch is made up of the Supreme
Court, which is the highest court in the land. The Supreme Court has
nine justices, who are appointed by the President and confirmed by the
Senate. The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting the laws and
deciding whether they are constitutional.

The Role of Lobbyists and Special Interests

Lobbyists are paid to represent the interests of their clients before the
government. They work to influence legislation, regulations, and policy
decisions. Special interests are groups of people who share a common
goal or concern. They often hire lobbyists to represent their interests before
the government.

Lobbyists and special interests play a powerful role in Washington. They
have access to decision-makers and can provide them with information and



resources. They can also use their influence to reward or punish politicians
who support or oppose their interests.

How Ordinary Citizens Can Make Their Voices Heard

It can be difficult for ordinary citizens to make their voices heard in
Washington. The Power Game is often dominated by lobbyists and special
interests. However, there are several ways that citizens can make their
voices heard.

Vote: Voting is one of the most important ways that citizens can
participate in the political process. When you vote, you are choosing
the people who will represent you in government. You can also vote on
ballot initiatives and referendums, which can have a direct impact on
policy decisions.

Contact your elected officials: You can contact your elected officials
to express your views on issues that are important to you. You can
write letters, email, or call their offices. You can also attend town hall
meetings or other public events where you can meet with your elected
officials and ask them questions.

Join a political organization: There are many different political
organizations that represent a wide range of interests. You can join a
political party, a non-profit organization, or a grassroots movement.
Joining a political organization can give you a voice in the political
process and help you to make a difference on issues that are
important to you.

Run for office: Running for office is one of the most direct ways to
make your voice heard in Washington. If you are elected, you will have



a platform to speak out on issues that are important to you and to
represent the interests of your constituents.

The Power Game in Washington is complex and ever-changing. However,
by understanding the different branches of government, the role of
lobbyists and special interests, and the ways in which ordinary citizens can
make their voices heard, you can participate in the political process and
help to shape the future of our country.
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Supercharge Your Child's KS1 Maths Skills with
the Ultimate SAT Buster (Comprehensive Guide
for Parents)
As a parent, you want to provide your child with the best possible
education. When it comes to mathematics, the Key Stage 1 (KS1) SATs
(Standard Attainment Tests)...
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Santa in Montana: Calder 11 - A Magical
Destination for the Holidays
Nestled amidst the picturesque mountains of Montana, Calder 11 is a
winter wonderland that transforms into a magical Christmas destination.
As you...
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