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Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902) was a leading figure in the women's
suffrage movement in the United States. She was a co-organizer of the
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Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, where she presented her Declaration of
Sentiments, a document that called for equal rights for women.

Study Guide for Elizabeth Stanton's Declaration of
Sentiments (Course Hero Study Guides) by Course Hero

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 844 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 17 pages
Lending : Enabled

Historical Context

The Declaration of Sentiments was written in the midst of a growing
movement for women's rights in the United States. At the time, women
were denied the right to vote, own property, or receive a higher education.
They were also subject to legal disabilities that made it difficult for them to
control their own lives.

Stanton's Declaration was a radical document that challenged the
prevailing notions of women's roles and rights. It argued that women were
equal to men and should be entitled to the same opportunities and
privileges.

Key Arguments

The Declaration of Sentiments makes several key arguments in support of
women's equality.
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Women are created equal to men. Stanton argues that women are
"endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights," including the
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Women have the right to vote. Stanton argues that the right to vote
is a fundamental right that should not be denied to women based on
their sex.

Women have the right to own property. Stanton argues that women
should have the right to own and control their own property, without the
interference of their husbands.

Women have the right to education. Stanton argues that women
should have the right to receive the same education as men, without
discrimination.

Impact

The Declaration of Sentiments had a profound impact on the women's
suffrage movement. It helped to galvanize support for women's rights and
led to the formation of numerous women's suffrage organizations. The
Declaration also served as a model for other feminist documents, such as
the Declaration of Rights for Women (1873) and the National Woman
Suffrage Association's Platform (1890).

The Declaration of Sentiments is a powerful and eloquent document that
continues to inspire feminists today. It is a reminder of the struggles that
women have faced in the past and of the progress that has been made.
The Declaration is also a call to action, urging us to continue to fight for full
equality for women.



Further Reading

Declaration of Sentiments - Library of Congress

Elizabeth Cady Stanton - History.com

Elizabeth Cady Stanton - Encyclopedia Britannica
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