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William James was an American philosopher and psychologist who is
considered one of the founders of pragmatism. Pragmatism is a
philosophical approach that emphasizes the practical consequences of
ideas and beliefs. James argued that the truth of an idea or belief is
determined by its usefulness in helping us to achieve our goals.

James's theory of truth is known as the "pragmatic theory of truth."
According to this theory, the truth of an idea or belief is not determined by
its correspondence to reality, but by its usefulness in helping us to achieve
our goals. James argued that we should judge the truth of an idea or belief
by its consequences, not by its origins.

James's view of reality was also influenced by his pragmatism. He argued
that reality is not a fixed and unchanging entity, but rather a constantly
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evolving process. James believed that the world is constantly changing and
that our understanding of it is constantly evolving as well.

James's ethical philosophy was also based on his pragmatism. He argued
that the rightness or wrongness of an action is determined by its
consequences. James believed that we should act in ways that lead to
good consequences and avoid actions that lead to bad consequences.

Pragmatism has had a significant influence on American thought and
culture. James's ideas have been used to justify everything from the
American Dream to the atomic bomb. Pragmatism has also been used to
criticize traditional religious and moral beliefs.

Key Concepts of Pragmatism

The truth of an idea or belief is determined by its usefulness in
helping us to achieve our goals.

Reality is not a fixed and unchanging entity, but rather a
constantly evolving process.

The rightness or wrongness of an action is determined by its
consequences.

Influence of Pragmatism

Pragmatism has had a significant influence on American thought and
culture. James's ideas have been used to justify everything from the
American Dream to the atomic bomb. Pragmatism has also been used to
criticize traditional religious and moral beliefs.

Study Questions



1. What is the pragmatic theory of truth?

2. How did James's view of reality differ from traditional views?

3. What were James's ethical principles?

4. What is the influence of pragmatism on American thought and culture?

Additional Resources

Pragmatism by William James

Pragmatism by the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

Pragmatism by the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy
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