
The Official Conclusions of the 1912 Inquiries
into the Titanic Disaster: A Comprehensive
Analysis
The sinking of the RMS Titanic on April 15, 1912, was one of the most
catastrophic maritime disasters in history. Over 1,500 passengers and crew
members lost their lives in the tragedy, which occurred after the ship struck
an iceberg in the North Atlantic Ocean.
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In the wake of the disaster, two major inquiries were launched: one by the
United States Senate and the other by the British Board of Trade. These
inquiries sought to determine the causes of the sinking and to make
recommendations to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.

The United States Senate Inquiry
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The US Senate inquiry was chaired by Senator William Alden Smith of
Michigan. The committee heard testimony from over 80 witnesses,
including survivors of the disaster, crew members, and experts in
shipbuilding and navigation.

The committee's final report, issued in 1912, concluded that the Titanic
sinking was caused by a combination of factors, including:

Excessive speed in an area known to be frequented by icebergs

Insufficient number of lifeboats on board

Inadequate training of the crew in emergency procedures

Lack of a wireless radio on board the Titanic

The committee's report also made a number of recommendations to
prevent similar disasters from occurring in the future. These
recommendations included:

Reducing the speed of ships in areas where icebergs are present

Increasing the number of lifeboats on passenger ships

Improving the training of crews in emergency procedures

Requiring all ships to be equipped with wireless radios
The British Inquiry

The British inquiry was chaired by Lord Mersey. The court heard testimony
from over 100 witnesses, including many of the same witnesses who
testified before the US Senate committee.



The court's final report, issued in 1914, largely agreed with the s of the US
Senate inquiry. The report found that the Titanic sinking was caused by a
combination of factors, including:

Excessive speed in an area known to be frequented by icebergs

Insufficient number of lifeboats on board

Inadequate training of the crew in emergency procedures

Lack of a wireless radio on board the Titanic

The court's report also made a number of recommendations to prevent
similar disasters from occurring in the future. These recommendations
included:

Reducing the speed of ships in areas where icebergs are present

Increasing the number of lifeboats on passenger ships

Improving the training of crews in emergency procedures

Requiring all ships to be equipped with wireless radios
Aftermath of the Inquiries

The 1912 inquiries into the Titanic disaster had a profound impact on
maritime safety regulations around the world. The recommendations made
by the inquiries were adopted by many countries, and they have helped to
make ship travel safer ever since.

Some of the most important changes that were made as a result of the
inquiries include:



The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)
was adopted in 1914. This convention established minimum standards
for the safety of passenger ships, including requirements for lifeboats,
life jackets, and wireless radios.

The US Coast Guard was created in 1915. This agency is responsible
for enforcing maritime safety regulations in the United States.

The Titanic Memorial Lighthouse was built in 1931 in New York Harbor.
This lighthouse serves as a memorial to the victims of the disaster and
a reminder of the importance of maritime safety.

The 1912 inquiries into the Titanic disaster were a watershed moment in
maritime safety. The recommendations made by the inquiries have helped
to make ship travel safer for over a century. Today, the Titanic disaster is
remembered as a tragic event that led to important changes in maritime
safety regulations.

US Senate Inquiry into the Titanic Disaster:
https://www.senate.gov/document/pdf/rpth_62_2_801.pdf

British Inquiry into the Titanic Disaster:
https://www.titanicinquiry.org/report/

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS):
https://www.imo.org/en/About/Conventions/ListOfConventions/Pages/Interna
Convention-for-the-Safety-of-Life-at-Sea-(SOLAS).aspx

US Coast Guard: https://www.uscg.mil/

Titanic Memorial Lighthouse:
https://www.nps.gov/gate/learn/historyculture/titanic-memorial-



lighthouse.htm
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