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Twenty Years at Hull House with Autobiographical Notes is a classic work
of American literature and sociology. The book is a memoir of Addams's
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experiences as the founder and head resident of Hull House, a settlement
house in Chicago. Addams's writing is both personal and analytical, and
she provides a valuable perspective on the social and economic conditions
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Addams was born in Cedarville, lllinois, in 1860. She graduated from
Rockford College in 1881 and then traveled to Europe, where she was
inspired by the work of social reformers such as Toynbee Hall in London. In
1889, she co-founded Hull House with Ellen Gates Starr. Hull House was a
settlement house that provided social services to the poor and working
class of Chicago. Addams lived at Hull House for over 40 years, and she
became a leading figure in the settlement house movement.
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Twenty Years at Hull House is a detailed account of Addams's experiences
at Hull House. The book is divided into two parts. The first part is an
autobiography of Addams's early life and her experiences as a social
reformer. The second part is a description of the work of Hull House.
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Addams provides a vivid account of the daily life of the settlement house,
and she discusses the challenges and rewards of working with the poor
and working class.

Twenty Years at Hull House is a valuable resource for anyone who is
interested in the history of social reform in the United States. The book
provides a unique perspective on the social and economic conditions of the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Addams's writing is both personal and
analytical, and she provides a valuable insight into the life of a social
reformer.

Major Themes

= The importance of social reform

= The challenges and rewards of working with the poor and working
class

= The role of women in society

=  The power of community

Critical Reception

Twenty Years at Hull House has been praised by critics for its insights into
the social and economic conditions of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. The book has also been criticized for its lack of focus and its
sometimes sentimental tone. However, there is no doubt that Twenty Years
at Hull House is a classic work of American literature and sociology.

Legacy



Twenty Years at Hull House has had a profound impact on American
society. The book has helped to raise awareness of the problems of
poverty and inequality in the United States. It has also inspired generations
of social reformers to work for a more just and equitable society.

Further Reading
= Twenty Years at Hull House by Jane Addams
= The Social Settlements Movement by the Library of Congress

= Jane Addams by the Encyclopedia Britannica
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