
Victory at Yorktown: A Novel of George
Washington and the American Revolution
Victory at Yorktown is a novel by Thomas Fleming that tells the story of the
American Revolutionary War from the perspective of George Washington.
The novel follows Washington from the early days of the war, when he was
a young and inexperienced general, to the final victory at Yorktown, which
secured American independence.
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Fleming's novel is a well-researched and accurate account of the war. He
draws on a wealth of primary sources, including Washington's own writings,
to create a vivid and realistic portrait of the events that led to America's
independence.

The novel is also a deeply human story. Fleming brings Washington to life
as a complex and flawed character. He is a brilliant military strategist, but
he is also a man with doubts and fears. He is a devoted husband and
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father, but he is also a man who is willing to sacrifice everything for his
country.

Victory at Yorktown is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
American Revolution. It is a gripping and inspiring story that will stay with
you long after you finish reading it.

The Early Years

George Washington was born in 1732 in Westmoreland County, Virginia.
He was the eldest son of Augustine Washington, a wealthy planter, and
Mary Ball Washington. Washington's father died when he was 11 years old,
and he inherited the family estate, Mount Vernon.

Washington received a good education, but he was more interested in
outdoor activities than in books. He was a skilled horseman and hunter,
and he loved to survey land. In 1753, Washington was appointed as a
surveyor for the Ohio Company. He spent the next several years exploring
the Ohio Valley, and he played a key role in the development of the region.

The French and Indian War

In 1754, the French and Indian War broke out. Washington was appointed
as a lieutenant colonel in the Virginia Regiment, and he fought in several
battles against the French and their Native American allies.

Washington distinguished himself as a brave and capable officer. He was
promoted to colonel in 1755, and he led the Virginia Regiment to victory at
the Battle of Great Meadows. However, Washington was also frustrated by
the British high command, and he resigned from the army in 1758.



The American Revolution

In 1775, the American Revolution began. Washington was elected as the
commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. He led the army to victory at
the Battle of Trenton and the Battle of Princeton, but he also suffered
defeats at the Battle of Brandywine and the Battle of Germantown.

In 1781, Washington's army besieged the British army at Yorktown. The
British were trapped, and they surrendered on October 19, 1781. The
victory at Yorktown was a turning point in the war, and it led to the signing
of the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which recognized American independence.

The Presidency

After the war, Washington was elected as the first president of the United
States. He served two terms in office, and he helped to establish the new
nation. Washington retired to Mount Vernon in 1797, and he died there in
1799.

Legacy

George Washington is considered one of the greatest figures in American
history. He was a brilliant military strategist, a skilled diplomat, and a wise
statesman. He played a key role in the founding of the United States, and
he is revered as the "Father of His Country."
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